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sneers and sarcasms of the last century, provoked by
abuses and inconsistencies which have since received
their ample and memorable punishment, cease to
produce any effect on readers of the present day,
except to call forth a passing feeling of repugnance
at what is shallow and profane, mixed, it may be,
sometimes, with an equally passing admiration for
what is witty and brilliant. Even in M. Re-nan's
view, Voltaire has done his work, and is out of date.
Those who now attack Christianity have to attack it
under the disadvantage of the preliminary admission
that its essential and distinguishing elements are, on
the whole, in harmony and not in discordance with
the best conceptions of human duty and life, ami
that its course and progress have been, at any rate,
concurrent with all that is best and most hopeful in
human history. First allowing that as a fact it con-
tains in it things than which we cannot imagine any-
thing better, and without which we should never
have reached to where we are, they then have to
dispute its divine claims. No man could write
persuasively on religion now, ^w//.v/ it any more
than for it, who did not show that he was fully
penetrated not only with its august and beneficent
aspect, but with the essential and everlasting truths
which, in however imperfect shapes, or whencesoevcr
derived, are embodied in it and are ministered by it
to society.

That Christianity is, as a matter of fact, a success-
ful and a living religion, in a degree absolutely with-